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can be justified. Patients with platypnea and orthopnea following trauma are at risk for a lung contusion. The aim of this
prospective single-center study was to evaluate the duration of hospitalization of patients with blunt thoracic trauma who meet

the Berlin definition of Platypnea-Orthopnea Scale. Patients with chest and back trauma admitted to the emergency room or the
surgical trauma unit between April and November 2015 were considered. The patients with a BMI (body mass index) >30

kg/m(2) and severe lung contusion (n=17) were evaluated in the study. Patients were divided into two groups: in the first group
(G1, n=10) patients met the criteria of the Berlin definition; in the second group (G2, n=7) patients did not meet the criteria and

were evaluated as with minor chest trauma. Mean time of hospitalization of patients was 7.4 days in G1 and 14.3 days in
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